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Sound Off

D
uring the past several years, there has been a 
surge in new technology for use during cata-
ract surgery to improve patients’ outcomes. 
Many of the advances focus on improving 

refractive outcomes. Biometry and topography devices 
have been upgraded to provide more accurate mea-
surements of axial length and keratometric values. 
Intraoperative wavefront aberrometry allows surgeons 
to take aphakic readings after a cataract has been 
removed to better understand the refractive power of 
the eye and select an appropriate IOL. Femtosecond 
lasers have been incorporated into cataract surgery to 
decrease astigmatism, improve precision, and reduce 
intraocular energy requirements. New phaco units have 
been developed to increase the efficiency and safety of 
cataract extraction. All of these products have back-
ground research and outcomes data analysis to support 
potential improvements in achieving better outcomes, 
but these devices require an economic investment. 

If you are like me and believe in the value of technol-
ogy, then you just may invest in all of these items. I can 
honestly say that my overall outcomes have improved 
from doing so. In fact, I can recall a case for each piece 
of technology in which I achieved an excellent out-
come that I might not have otherwise. I cannot report 
with certainty, however, which piece of technology is 
the most responsible for my improved outcomes. In 
addition, I realize that some physicians may not be in 
a position to invest in all of the advances that are cur-
rently being offered.  

The question I pose is this:
If money were not a concern, and if you could pur-

chase one piece of equipment to improve your cataract 
outcomes, which technology would it be? Take the 
survey!  n
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If money were not a concern, and if you could purchase 

one piece of equipment to improve your cataract out-

comes, which technology would it be?

 A new biometry and topography machine

 Intraoperative aberrometer and biometer

 A femtosecond laser

 An advanced phaco unit

For those of you who have already purchased new tech-

nologies, which one has had the most profound effect 

on patients’ outcomes? 

 A new biometry and topography machine

 Intraoperative aberrometer and biometer

 A femtosecond laser

 An advanced phaco unit

ONLINE SURVEY

Weigh in on  
this topic now!
Direct link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CRST17


